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Avant. On March 18, 2000 these two Veterans
will be honored by their families and friends as
they place Military Headstones on their graves
in the Avant-Cox-Pierce Cemetery in Wash-
ington County, Georgia.

Mr. Moses Cox started his illustrious military
career in our Nation’s fight for freedom and
independence. He proudly served as a Private
(Scout) in the Revolutionary War with the
North Carolina Militia for over three years. He
fought in the victorious Patriot Battle of
Moores Creek Bridge on February 27, 1776.
This battle was a decisive victory over British
Loyalists at a point in time that served to dra-
matically raise the morale of the Patriot forces.
Soon thereafter Mr. Cox was called to bear
arms in the battles of Brier Creek (GA), Battle
of Catawba (NC), and at Gates Defeat (SC)
where he was wounded in the right forearm.
He gallantly continued the Patriot fight for
independence and marched from Wilmington
and Fayetteville, NC to Camden, SC.

Mr. Cox married Martha Patsy Avant;
blessed with a large family, came by wagon
train to Washington County, GA where he set-
tled Cox Town Road and a small community
called Coxtown, later changed to Oconee. He
accepted over 400 acres of Pioneer Bounty
land off Coxtown Road in Oconee, cleared the
land, built a house and raised his large family.
He was again called to arms to serve and pro-
tect his beloved country in the War of 1812.
He served as Lieutenant in the 98th District of
Georgia Militia from Washington County,
Georgia. A fine soldier, father, and husband
he was laid to rest on December 19, 1845
with only family honors.

Mr. James Ransome Avant proudly served
as a Private in Company B, 12th Battalion
Georgia Light Artillery, Confederate States
Army during the Civil War. Mr. James
Ransome was married to Moses and Martha
Cox’s granddaughter Lucretia Cox. Mr. Avant
died in 1876 and also received a burial with
family honors.

Family, friends, and guests will be gathering
at the Avant-Cox-Pierce Cemetery off
Coxtown Road in Oconee, Washington Coun-
ty, GA and honor these two Veterans. I would
like to formally recognize the bravery, honor,
and selfless services with which these vet-
erans served as the families remember these
special veterans on March 18, 2000.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, it gives me great pleasure to stand before
you and pay tribute to someone who has been
a pioneer in coaching women’s basketball.
Coach Shirley Walker, head coach of the
Alcorn State Lady Braves won her first auto-
matic bid to the NCAA tournament this past
weekend as her Lady Braves won a con-
vincing game (83–58) against Grambling State
University for the Southwestern Athletic Con-
ference (SWAC) Championship.

Although this was Coach Walker’s fourth
SWAC Championship, it was her first time
earning an automatic invitation into the NCAA

tournament. Getting an automatic invitation to
the tournament has been a goal that Coach
Walker has lobbied for her entire 21 seasons
at Alcorn State. Coach Walker has been cred-
ited for her efforts in developing women’s bas-
ketball in the SWAC by her peers and is most
deserving of this opportunity to display her tal-
ents on the highest level college basketball
has to offer. Without her contributions to this
cause, women’s basketball in the SWAC may
have never had the chance to be represented
at the NCAA tournament.

Mr. Speaker, this upcoming Saturday,
Coach Walker and her Lady Braves set off on
a journey many dream of at the beginning of
each basketball season, I ask that you join me
in congratulating them and wishing them the
best of luck in the ‘‘Road to the Final Four!’’
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Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of the Martinez/Traficant amendment
to increase the minimum wage by $1.00 over
two years.

I have been a proponent of increasing the
minimum wage since elected to Congress. I
feel strongly that we need to give the working
poor an increase in their wages.

Our country is in the midst of the longest
period of economic growth in our history and
yet the disparity between rich and poor has
never been greater. An increase of a dollar
over two years is a highly effective way in
which we can bridge the gap of the economic
disparity in our country.

Over time, as the value of purchasing power
of the minimum wage has been eroded by in-
flation, it has become impossible to expect
workers to live a dignified life when they are
employed at or below the minimum wage.
That is why it needs to be raised now and why
it needs to be raised by a dollar over the next
two years. This increase would simply catch
up the wage to inflation since the last time the
minimum was raised.

There are over 12 million people working for
or close to the minimum wage. Some studies
have indicated that of these 12 million Ameri-
cans who earn between $5.15 and $6.15, 15
percent are African-American, 60 percent are
women; and nearly two-fifths are the only
earner in their families.

Increasing the minimum wage to $6.15 an
hour will not eliminate jobs or put people out
of work. There is little or no evidence that il-
lustrates job loss or the loss of opportunity
since the last increase in the minimum wage.

It is imperative that the wage is increased
by $1.00 over two years. Some have argued
that a $1.00 an hour increase over 3 years is
suffice for the working poor. Unfortunately, a
minimum wage of $6.15 an hour would not lift
a minimum wage earner out of poverty. There-
fore, we in Congress owe it to the working
poor to give them a raise over the shortest pe-
riod of time—2 years.

A wage increase spread over 3 years would
cost a full time minimum wage earner $1000.
$1,000 may not seem like a lot of money to
most people here but for minimum wage earn-

ers in Buffalo, New York and throughout the
country that $1,000 a year may mean 6
months of rent payments, groceries on the
table, or presents under the tree.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to announce that a constituent from my
district, Dr. Susan Solomon, is the recipient of
the 1999 National Medal of Science. Dr. Sol-
omon is a senior scientist at the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, based in
Boulder, Colorado, and is the first NOAA sci-
entist to be awarded the medal, which is the
nation’s highest scientific honor. She is also
the recipient of many other honors and awards
that recognize her important work.

In commending her accomplishments, Sec-
retary of Commerce William Daley called Dr.
Solomon ‘‘one of the most important and influ-
ential researchers in atmospheric science dur-
ing the past 15 years.’’ I know I join all my col-
leagues in congratulating Dr. Solomon on this
well-deserved honor.

Dr. Solomon first theorized in the 1980s that
the explanation for the Antarctic ozone hole in-
volved chemistry on clouds, not just gas mol-
ecule reactions, as was thought then. Dr. Sol-
omon confirmed her theories with solid data
observed during two National Ozone Expedi-
tions to the Antarctic in 1986 and 1987, when
she identified reactions between two different
forms of chlorine on the stratospheric cloud
surface. These reactions release chlorine mol-
ecules, which separate and act as catalysts in
destroying ozone.

Because of Dr. Solomon’s discovery, sci-
entists were then able to conclude that the
chlorine responsible for the ozone hole origi-
nates from chlorofluorocarbons and other
man-made compounds.

Dr. Solomon and other leaders in her field
provide important role models for today’s stu-
dents as they prepare to meet the demands of
tomorrow’s technology-based economy. But it
is not only the young who can benefit from Dr.
Solomon’s example. She cites as the most im-
portant lesson from her research the ‘‘need to
keep an open mind on environmental issues.’’
We should all heed her very good advice.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize and honor the distinguished Caroline
Guarini, mother of our former colleague, U.S.
Congressman Frank J. Guarini, Jr., on the
celebration of her 100th birthday, March 25,
2000. After 100 years, Caroline continues to
be an inspiration to us all, a model wife, moth-
er, and human being. Her everlasting dedica-
tion to those who are less fortunate, combined
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